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which, so far as we can understand it, scarcely accepts our
lenial, much less offers us the apology we were entitled to
expect.-  
We are. Sir. your obedient servants.
WILLIAM BRINTON.
LIONEL S. BEALE.
Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, January 26th, 1863.
*,,* We have received a letter from Dr. S. Cobbold, in which
ha states that his reason for not consulting Dr. Brinton was
tltat he had not the pleasure of his personal acquaintance.-
ED. L.
GIBBON VERSUS BUDD.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR-Will you allow me to correct a slight inaccuracv in
the report of this trial as it appears in your journal ? ( 17i(le
THE LANCET of the 24th inst., p. 105.) It is stated that the
late Mr. Budd consulted me about an accident to his foot. The
fact is that four -months afterwards, when the wound on the
foot had quite healed, he directed his medical attendant-Mr.
William Cross, of Spring.gardens--to write and arrange a con-
sultation with me in reference to the debility and head symp-
toms from which he was suffering. It might be inferred from
the report that I had undertaken a purely surgical case. Had
this been so, it would assuredly have been pleaded against me.
The defendant left no stone unturned, and spared no expense,
to upset my case. The report is unfair in other respects, espe-
cially in not giving the evidence adduced in my behalf. As to
the plea that I had attended him as a friend, the only pretext
was that I was slightly acquainted with Mr. Budd ; indeed, I
showed that he had paid me previously for professional services.
Unfortunately, my attendance was abruptly terminated by an
attack of typhoid fever, which prostrated and obliged me to
leave London in November, 1861, for more than two months,
when other medical men took charge of the patient up to the
time of his death.
My legal title to recover will be decided in a few days in the
Exchequer Court, as it was stipulated that the matter should
not be carried to a " Court of Error," on account of the heavy
, expense it would entail on the parties. It is to be hoped that
the College of Physicians will assist me in establishing the
legality of their bye-law.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
SEPTIMUS GIBBON, M.B. Cantab.Finsbury-squaae, Jan. 1863.
PREVENTION OF SCARLET FEVER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I have for some years now, in the prosecution of my
practice, paid special attention to scarlatina ; and as I have
been very successful in its treatment, and in the means I have
adopted to prevent infection among the other members of the
families in which it has existed, I consider it my duty to draw
the attention of my medical brethren, through THE LANCET,
to the means employed, and the results achieved.
After a good deal of thought ana observation, I have been
led to the conclusion that if we, in treating a case of scarlet
fever, induce diaphoresis and sustain it for some time, we shall
be able to eliminate from the blood the organic poison peculiar
to it. Acting on this belief, I have for the last few years pur-
sued the treatment just indicated with the best and happiest
results, almost all my patients so affected becoming rapidly
convalescent.
. For the last three years, when called to a case of scarlatina,
I have been in the habit of administering to those children of
the family not affected with the fever a gentle diaphoretic, in
the belief that by so doing the poison will be eliminated as it is
absorbed. Whether the theory be correct or not, let me call
special attention to the result.
.During the period above indicated, I have attended more than
twenty-five cases of scarlet fever. In the dwellings in which
the cases occurred, more than seventy persons, who never had
the disease, were exposed to the poison, and not one was affected
who took a teaspoonful, thrice daily, of the following mixture :-
Antimony wine, two drachms; sulphate of magnesia, half an
ounce; camphor mixture, to four ounces.
Dr. Gregory, in his " Lectures on Eruptive Fevers," states,
on the authority of Dr. Binns, that 184 out of 216 scholars at
Ackworth, were affected, or 85 per cent. Perhaps this is an
unusually large proportion ; but few can doubt that at least
60 per cent. are seized with scarlatina after exposure.
The object I have in bringing this subject before your readers
is to solicit a trial of this preventive treatment fom such as
may have large hospitals or schools under their charge, in which
many children reside. I would suggest to such as feel inclined
to try it, to see that the medicine is actually taken ; for it is
only natural that children who feel quite well should resist
taking it, and it often happens that even parents are slow to
adopt preventive means be they ever so simple.
I hope, however, to see the day when the mortality from
scarlatma will be much diminished by greater attention being
paid to the health of those who, unaffected by it, are still ex-
posed to its poison.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
R. C. FURLEY, L.R.C.S.Edinburgh, Jan. 1863.
ON THE TREATMENT OF ORCHITIS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Seeing in the last number of your journal a letter from
Mr. Moore on the Treatment of Orchitis by Compression, and
having myself lately adopted a very simple and, I think, en-
tirely new plan of treatment with great success, I thought that
perhaps you would be kind enough to give publication to the
following case :-
Mr. B- came under my care for gonorrh&oelig;al orcbitis,
having been treated by a chemist in the first place for the
gonorrh&oelig;a. The right tt stis was much swollen and very pain-
ful-in fact, in the acute stage of inflammation. I at once
painted the whole of that side of the scrotum with a strong
tincture of iodinp, at the same time administering an aperient
and ordering rest, support being given to the testis by means
of the ordinary suspensory bandage. I continued to apply the
iodine every day, and by the fitth day he was quite well and
able to resume his employment.
This is only one out of many cases, in most of which I have
found, as above, that three or four applications were sufficient.
The tincture that I always employ is a simple solution of iodine
in spirits of wine, in the proportion of one drachm to three
ounces.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
WM. PAYNE, M.R.C.S.Wallingford, Berks, Jan. 1863.
LARGE CALCULUS FROM A CHILD.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As a case of lithotomy, under the care of Mr. Fergus-
son, where the stone was of unusual size, in a boy nine years
old, was reported in THE LANCET a few weeks ago, perhaps
the following notice of a case operated on successfully by me,
the patient a boy of five years old, may not be uninteresting.
The calculus was extracted by the lateral operation, chloro-
form being fully administered, and the dilatation of the pros.
tate being effected mainly by the finger.
The composition of the calculus was chiefly phosphate of
lime; its weight, 6k drachms (the average weight of 400 calculi
- extrac; ed from persons of all ages-in the Norwich Museum
being 6 ’13 drachms); and it measured in length an inch and a
half, in width an inch and one-fifth, and in thickness nine-
tenths of an inch.
The recovery was very rapid, the urine passing per urethram
in four days, and the wound being completely closed m sllree
weeks, at which time the little fellow was playing about.
I am. Sir. vours obedientlv.
THOS. EDWARDES.Llanstffraid, Oswestry, Jan. 1863.
THE ST. ANDREWS DEGREE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-Your correspondent, " Harlequin," in your number of
the 17th, having reflected severely on the University of St.
Andrews, its last examination, and on the 336 gentlemen who
then graduated, I venture to ask you to permit me, as one of
the 336, to offer a few remarks in reply.
Having been nearly ten years in practice, I " coveted the
distinction" of the title of Al.D., and for reasons of convenience-
applied to the University of London. In reply I was referred
to the regulations, which I found absolutely required me to
begin again my professional stndies, which was impossible.
Accordingly nothing remained for me but to visit St. Andrews.
The Examination- papers will, I hope, be printed, and will
speak for themselves.
‘ The candidates were divided into batches, and were occn-
